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The primary purpose of tree protection ordi-

nances is to protect the natural and historic value

of trees.  With that in mind, Dorchester County

established a Tree Protection Ordinance in order

to conserve and enhance the natural landscape

and tree canopy, because trees play an important

role in in both preservation and beautification.

Our intentions are to protect and enhance prop-

erty values; maintain the pastoral integrity of the

landscape;  preserve and enhance wildlife habi-

tats; control storm water erosion;  reduce flood-

ing;  provide ambient cooling;  improve air qual-

ity;  mitigate negative effects of externalities

such as noise, odor, dust, and light glare; and to

beautify the county.

Dorchester County’s  Zoning and Land De-

velopment Ordinance  located  on the County

Website’s: www.dorchestercounty.net
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Note: This is a guide for Single Family
residential site equal to or smaller than
one (1) acre shall be exempt from pro-
tecting Significant, Required Trees, but
not Grand trees. Provided the lot is oc-
cupied by one (1) single-family house or
one (1) manufactured home with a Cer-
tificate of Occupancy for at least two (2)
years.



WHAT IS TREE PROTECTION?

Tree protection is the conservation of trees by

creating ordinances which make it unlawful to

fell, improperly prune, or otherwise destroy a

protected tree.

WHAT IS A GRAND TREE?

GRAND TREES (any tree that measures 24” or
greater in  diameter ,  including pines.  All grand

trees are prohibited from removal unless a tree

removal permit is issued.

HOW ARE TREES MEASURED?

Trees are measured by determining the DBH

(Diameter at Breast Height). The total diameter

in inches, of a tree trunk or trunks measured  at a

height of approximately  Four (4’) to Five (5’).
Special tape measures and/or calipers are used to

achieve the most accurate measurement of the

diameter.

Can I cut down a tree on property
that I own?

In order to remove a protected tree from your
property you must apply for and be granted a
permit to remove it. Note that Dorchester
County Tree Removal Permits do not supersede
any required authorization from your Home-
owner’s Association, so it is your responsibility
to obtain the proper permissions for the removal.
If you are not the property owner, the owner
must provide a written, notarized statement au-
thorizing the removal.

What information is required for the application?

The application requires the applicant’s name and contact
information, as well as tree site location. The Tax Map
Serial (TMS) number can be found on your tax bill or by
searching for it on the Dorchester County Assessor’s web-
site. A site drawing is required, showing the approximate
location of the tree( s) relative to the property line and
structures.  A hand-drawn sketch is acceptable, or you may
attach a plat or site plan. Site plan must indicate number of
trees you wish to remove, their approximate sizes, and the
reason for removal.

Where can I get a Tree Removal Permit applica-
tion?

The application is available on our website and can also be
picked up at our Planning & Codes Enforcement Depart-
ment in Summerville.

Who can remove a tree from my property?

We recommend consulting with a qualified tree removal
company.  The removal company must be licensed to do
business in the County, so you are asked to provide their
name and business license number.

What happens after I submit my application?

Your application will be reviewed to be sure that it is com-
plete. An inspection will then be conducted. The inspector
will examine the tree (s) to determine if they qualify for a
permit. Upon submitting your application, you must clearly
mark the trees that are to be removed with brightly colored
ribbon so they can be identified by the inspector. After the
inspection you will receive a notification from the County
indicating an approval or denial of the application.

What if my application is denied?

You may hire an arborist to certify that the tree
should be removed because it meets ordinance
criteria for  hazardous trees.

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION

OF THE TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE?

Removal of a protected tree without a permit is a
misdemeanor offense,  In addition, the penalties
for violation of Zoning ordinances can result in
fines, required mitigation (replanting of trees), and
other penalties as set forth in the ordinance and as
determined by the Dorchester County zoning ad-
ministrator.  If you are unsure of the size, classifi-
cation, and/or condition of a tree you wish to re-
move, it is recommended that you submit a tree
removal permit application to be sure that it is
legal to remove the tree.

What are the fees for a Tree Removal

Permit?

Dorchester County does not charge a fee for Tree
Removal Permits.  Associated fees, such as the
tree removal and arborist fees, are the responsibil-
ity of the applicant.

TREE PROTECTION: DOES IT APPLY TO ME?
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